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REMARKS 

Election/Restriction 

Claims 55-57 and 59-132 were present in the examined Application. In the Official Action, 
the Examiner acknowledged Applicants' election of claim species. By this Reply, Applicants have 
canceled each of the claims to the non-elected species. Claims 55-57, 59-65, 67-79, 82, 84, 86-92, 
97-103, 106, 108, 110-116, and 121-128 are readable on the elected species and remain pending in 
the Application. Claims 66, 80-81, 83, 85, 93-96, 104-105, 107, 109, 117-120, and 129-132 have 
been canceled. 

Defective Oath or Declaration/ Application Data Sheet 

The Examiner has indicated the Oath or Declaration is defective for lack of inventor mailing 
addresses. The Applicants submit herewith an Application Data Sheet containing updated 
bibliographic data related to the present Application. Applicants request the bibliographic data of the 
originally filed Oath and Declaration be supplemented with the information provided by the 
Application Data Sheet. This includes the inventor mailing addresses. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicants submit herewith a complete copy of the reference, "Catalyst Handbook" 2nd ed., 
Sections 4.4. 1 to 4. 1 1 .9 as listed in the information disclosure statement filed on September 1 0, 200 1 . 
Applicants request the reference be considered as to its merits because it was properly cited in the 
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information disclosure statement before a first Office Action on the merits of the application and only 
a portion of the reference was inadvertently left out of the submitted copy. 



Specification 

The Examiner has objected to the length and content of the Abstract of the disclosure. In this 
Reply, Applicants have submitted a replacement Abstract of the disclosure. Applicants submit the 
replacement Abstract is in a condition for allowance and request withdrawal of this rejection. 

The Examiner has noted three informalities within the Specification. The Specification has 
been amended to correct each of these informalities. These amendments are present in the paragraphs 
starting at Page 13, Line 9; Page 14, Line 20; and Page 19, Line 13. Applicants submit the 
Specification is now in a condition for allowance and request withdrawal of these rejections. 

Drawings 

In the Drawings, the Examiner has objected to Figs. 2, 5, and 6. Applicants submit herewith 
replacement Figs. 2, 5, and 6. In addition, some of the objections to these Figs, are a result of 
problems with the Specification, and therefore, portions of the Specification have been amended as 
well. 

In Fig. 2, the Examiner stated that "PI" does not indicate a reactant flowpath, but rather 
indicates the reactor zone, which is also labeled as reactor zone "18." To correct this problem, 
Applicants have amended Fig. 2 by clearly indicating "P 1 " refers to the reactant flowpath as indicated 
by the arrows radiating outward from reactor zone 18. 
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In Fig. 5, the Examiner stated that "P3 M does not indicate a reactant flowpath, but rather 
indicates the same element as indicated by reference numeral 90. To correct this problem, Applicants 
have amended Fig. 5 by clearly indicating "P3 M refers to the reactant flowpath as indicated by the 
arrows radiating outward from reactor zone 90. 

Also with respect to Fig. 5, the Examiner stated that reference numerals 81 and 83 are not 
present. Applicants believe confusion over the absence of these reference numerals was caused by 
use of the shorthand "80-84" in the Specification. Applicants have amended the Specification at the 
paragraph beginning at Page 17, Line 18 by changing "80-84" to "80, 82, and 84." 

In Fig. 6, the Examiner stated that "P4" and "116" have been used to designate the same 
reactant flowpath. To correct this problem, Applicants have deleted reference numeral 1 16 from Fig. 
6. In addition, the Specification has been amended to remove reference numeral 116 from the 
paragraphs beginning at Page 1 8, Line 3 and at Page 1 8, Line 26. Reference numeral 1 1 6 is no longer 
present in the Figs, or Specification. 

Also with respect to Fig. 6, the Examiner stated that reference numerals 101, 103, 105, 107, 
and 109 are not present. Applicants submit confusion over the absence of these reference numerals 
was caused by use of the shorthand "100-1 10" in the Specification. Applicants have amended the 
Specification at the paragraph beginning at Page 1 8, Line 3 by changing " 1 00- 1 1 0" to " 1 00, 1 02, 1 04, 
106, 108, and 1 10." Applicants submit each of the Figs, is now in a condition for allowance and 
request notice of the same. 
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Claim Objections 

Claims 55-57, 59-62, 64-67, 69-74, 76-77, 79, 82-84, 86-92, 97-103, 106, 108, 1 10, 1 12-116, 
121, 123 and 125-128 stand objected to because of informalities. By this Reply, Applicants have 
canceled claim 66, and amended the remainder of the objected to claims in the manner suggested by 
the Examiner. Each of these amendments is intended to clarify the claim language rather than to 
further limit the claims. Applicants submit each of the amended claims is now in a condition for 
allowance. 



Rejections Under 35 USC S 1 12 

Claims 66 and 126 have been rejected as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out 
and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicants regards as the invention. 
Applicants have canceled claim 66, obviating this rejection. 

Applicants have amended claim 126. Amended claim 126 depends from claim 123. and now 
includes antecedent basis for each of the claim elements. Applicants submit claim 126 is now in a 
condition for allowance. 



Double Patenting Rejections 

Claims 55-57, 59-79, 82, 84, 86-92, 97-103, 106, 108, 110-116, and 121-128 have been 
rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting over claims 1-55 
of U. S. Patent No. 6,245,303 . Applicants submit that the pending claims are patentably distinct from 
the claims of the cited patent. In the interest of moving this Application forward, however, 
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Applicants submit herewith a terminal disclaimer and the required statutory fee of $1 10 pursuant to 
37C.F.R. § 1.20(d). Applicants submit that this terminal disclaimer addresses the Examiner's double- 
patenting rejections, and request the withdrawal of this rejection and the allowance of claims 55-57, 
59-65, 67-79, 82, 84, 86-92, 97-103, 106, 108, 110-116, and 121-128. Claim 66 has been canceled. 
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PATENT 



CONCLUSION 



In view of these amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully submit that the 
Specification, Figs., and each of the pending claims are in a condition for allowance. Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner withdraw the rejections to each of the pending claims. In the 
event that any matter in the present application could be addressed by Examiner's Amendment, the 
Examiner is urged to contact the undersigned attorney. 



Date of Deposit: March 24, 2004 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .8 on the date indicated above and is 
addressed to: Mail Stop FEE AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: March 23, 2004 



By: 




Nicholas C. Pruhs, Reg. No. 52,136 

Wallenstein & Wagner, Ltd. 

3 1 1 S. Wacker Drive, 53rd Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60606-6630 

312.554.3300 




SECOND EDITION 



Edited by 

Martyn V. Twigg 

BSc, PhD, CChem., FRSC 
Catalytic Systems Division 
Johnson Matthey Pic. 
Formerly at the Catalysis Centre 
ICI Chemicals & Polymers Ltd 
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